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(" Y INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME

DR. DAVID N.WATENE

Director of Education, State Department
for University Education, Ministry of
Education.

Profile of Conference Chief Guest:

Director of Education, State Department for
| University Education, Ministry of Education. He
holds a PhD in Education Administration and

Management from Maasai Mara University, Master in education in
Education Administration & Planning and Bachelors of education Arts
(Accounting &Economics) from University of Nairobi. Has vast
\experience of over 32 years at various levels of Education sector as an
Education administrator and manager/supervisor, Senior Education
Officer, Assistant Director, Senior Assistant Director and currently
Director in Higher Education.

Speech

Distinguished Guests, Esteemed Scholars, Innovators, Students,
Ladies, and Gentlemen, It is a great honor to address you at the Mount
Kenya University Interdisciplinary Conference and Innovations Fair
2025. | thank the organizers for bringing us together to explore how
technology and innovation can drive a sustainable future.

We meet at a time of immense challenge climate change, food
insecurity, health risks, and rising energy demands. Yet, advances in
science and technology offer us powerful tools to respond with
resilience and creativity.

Agriculture remains the backbone of our economy, but it is under
pressure. The theme “Agri-Tech Innovations: Cultivating the Future of
Food” reminds us that the farmer of tomorrow will not only plant seeds
but also plant data into systems powered by drones, sensors, Al, and
biotechnology. This transition is no longer optional; it is essential.
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Our livestock sector is also transforming. Precision animal health
through genomics, biosensors, and mobile platforms enables early
disease detection, productivity gains, and food safety. This aligns with
the One Health principle: the recognition that human, animal, and
environmental health are deeply interconnected.

Innovation must go hand in hand with protection. Sustainable
agribusiness models should conserve biodiversity, reduce waste, and
lower emissions. Climate-smart practices drought-tolerant crops,
regenerative soils, renewable energy, water harvesting are practical
pathways to resilience.

Universities like Mount Kenya University are more than learning
centers they are incubators of innovation. By linking academia,
industry, and communities, they can translate research into real-world
impact.

Ladies and Gentlemen, the challenges are great, but our potential is
greater. Let this conference inspire not just dialogue but decisive
action toward a smarter, sustainable, and innovative future.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless Kenya.
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MESSAGE FROM THE VICE-CHANCELLOR
Prof. Deogratius Jaganyi,
Vice-Chancellor, Mount Kenya University

It is my great pleasure to welcome you all to
Mount Kenya Interdisciplinary Conference and
Innovation Fair 2025, hosted here at Mount
Kenya University's Nakuru Campus. We are
gathered today both in person and virtually
with one shared mission:

to spark ideas, build partnerships, and drive solutions that
transform lives.

At MKU, we believe research and innovation thrives through
collaboration. In the past year, we have forged exciting partnerships-
from leading a DAAD-funded consortium of 10 Kenyan universities to
strengthen en-trepreneurship and service learning, to joining hands
with the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and South Africa’s ILI-SACE
for cutting-edge training in arbitration and ESG law. We have also
expanded opportuni-ties for our students through our MOU with the
United Nations Volunteers, opening global platforms for service and
experiential learning.

We are honored today by the presence of distinguished leaders,

including:

* Dr. David N. Watene, from the state department for higher
education, Ministry of Education, republic of Kenya

* Dr. David Ngigi, CEO, NACOSTI

* Mr. Geoffrey Monari, CEO, HELB

* Hon. Leonard Bor, CEC for Agriculture, Nakuru County

Our theme this year “Emerging Technologies and Sustainable
Practices: Innovation in Agriculture, Health, Renewable Energy, and
Business Practices” captures the challenges and opportunities before
us. Across these sectors, innovation is not a luxury, it is a necessity.
From ensuring food security and better healthcare, to powering our
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economies sustainably and rethinking business models, technology
and sustainability are the twin drivers of Africa’s transformation.

So, as we begin, | invite all of you to contribute boldly. Let's make this
conference not just a space for ideas, but a launchpad for action that
delivers real solutions for our people and our planet.

Welcome once again to MKU Nakuru Campus, and to the

interdisciplinary conference and innovation fair 2025. Together, let's
shape a future built on innovation and sustainability.
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MESSAGE FROM THE DEPUTY VICE
CHANCELLOR ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH
AFFAIRS

Dr. Mercyline Kamande,
Deputy Vice chancellor Academic and
Research Affairs, Mount Kenya University

Every new dawn ushers in fresh opportunities,
a chance to see the world in a different light.

This conference is that dawn for us an awakening of ideas,
technologies, and sustainable practices that promise to redefine
agriculture, health, renewable energy, and business across Africa.
Hosted here at Mount Kenya University's Nakuru Campus, the
Interdisciplinary Conference and Innovation Fair 2025 is not just
another gathering; it is a horizon where research and innovation meets
action, where the future begins today. For years, research and
innovation discourses have been nurtured across institutions and
global platforms. But now, this moment marks the true “beginning”
where ideas, partnerships, and solutions are translated into impact for
our communities.

Our theme, “Emerging Technologies and Sustainable Practices:
Innovation in Agriculture, Health, Renewable Energy, and Business
Practices,” reflects the pillars that can transform Africa's future.
Agriculture sustains our people, health secures our societies,
renewable energy powers our growth, and business practices connect
us to global markets. Together, they form the engines of resilience and
progress. Yet with every new arrival comes responsibility. It is not
enough to reward and celebrate innovation; we must embed it into our
research, our classrooms, our businesses, and our policies. Above all,
we must deliber-ately involve the youth the researchers, innovators,
entrepreneurs, and leaders of tomorrow. Their voices, creativity, and
courage will define the transformation we seek.
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As we launch this conference and innovation fair, let us receive this
“milestone” not just with pomp and cel-ebration, but with a shared
commitment: to turn ideas into action, to make innovation inclusive,
and to ensure that Africa’'s transformation is driven by Africans, for
Africans.

Welcome to Mount Kenya University's Nakuru Campus, and welcome
to a new era of research and innovation.

Interdisciplinary Conference and Innovations Fair 2025 o7



MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL COLLEGE OF
GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH

Dr. Henry Yatich,
Principal, College of Graduate Studies
and Research

It is with great pride that we welcome all guests
and participants to the Mount Kenya University
Interdisciplinary Conference and Innovations
Fair 2025, held by jointly under the auspices of

our Nakuru Campus, Eldoret Campus, Kisii, ODeL, Kisumu ODel, Kitale
ODel, Kakamega ODeL and Kericho ODeL. This year's theme
“Emerging Technologies and Sustainable Practices” reflects our
collective commitment to advancing innovation across agriculture,
health, renewable energy, and business. It is a precursor to the
one-day research workshop held last year at Nakuru campus.

This conference signals a strategic shift in how we approach research
and knowledge dissemination at the University. Mount Kenya
University is actively devolving its research and innovation agenda to
include all campuses, academic departments, and ODeL Centres. This
inclusive model ensures that every faculty regardless of location or
discipline has a voice in shaping solutions for our communities,
through research and innovation-This year, we are also involving our
own student innovators who have shined in numerous international
pitches and participations.

This year's research and innovation conference showcases a vibrant
mix of physical and virtual presentations, cross-sectoral panels, and
student-led innovations. It is a testament to the power of collaboration
and the richness of ideas emerging from our diverse academic
ecosystem.
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As we engage in academic discourse, dialogue, discovery, and
co-creation of solutions, let us reaffirm our shared mission: to make
research relevant, accessible, and transformative-Thank you Nakuru
Campus led by the Committee Chair, Dr. Allan Mweke and Director,
Nakuru Campus, Dr. Jackline Omuya for hosting the 1st Inaugural
devolved University Research and Innovation Conference 2025.

Together, we build a future where innovation is not centralized, but
democratized and driven by all, for all.

Welcome to Nakuru Campus. Welcome to the future of co-creating
solutions.

Interdisciplinary Conference and Innovations Fair 2025 09
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Mount Kenya @ University

Contact Us:

Mount Kenya University Interdisciplina
and Innovations Fair 2025

P.O. Box 342 - 01000 Thika, Kenya

Tel: +254 709 153 000

Email: info@mku.ac.ke

Website: www.mku.ac.ke




